
A portfolio of twenty-seven signed and numbered original intaglios. 
Collaboration on the project at Tyler Graphics Ltd. from June 1996 to 
October 1998 under the supervision of Kenneth Tyler. Twelve of the 
twenty-seven copper plates were made at the artist's studio and 
reworked at the workshop. Fourteen of the plates have aquatint, two 
have aquatint and drypoint, and one has aquatint and engraving.

Each intaglio is in an edition of twenty plus eight Artist's 
Proofs, one Right to Print, one Archive Impression, one TGL 
Impression, and two Printer's Proofs. Some of the editions have 
Trial Proofs and State Proofs. All prints are signed and numbered 
by the artist, with workshop chop mark lower right margin and 
print number on verso.

The intaglios are encased in a tan paper folio measuring 19 x 
14% x l'A inches, with a two color etching handprinted on the front of 
the folio.

PUBLISHED BY TYLER GRAPHICS LTD.



THE ETCHINGS in Passing Bells take their title from the opening 
line of Wilfred Owen's poem, "Anthem for Doomed Youth," and 
their subject is the carnage of the First World War: "What passing- 
bells for those who die as cattle?" . . .

Walker has said that he was inspired to create these images by 
his memory of his father's recollections of the First World War. In 
that war, entire neighborhoods were sent into battle together, so terri
ble losses were often concentrated locally. Walker's own family, for 
example, lost eleven men just at the Battle of the Somme. The artist's 
father, John Henry Walker, saw action in two of the war's most brutal 
engagements: the Battle of the Somme, on the first day of July 1916, 
and at Passchendaele in the summer of 1917. . . .

But something deeper and more universal is also involved here. 
For what John Walker has accomplished in these etchings is not lim
ited only to the First World War, or just to the horrors of war in gen
eral. In these images of deformation, mutilation, and despair we also 
recognize human suffering in a larger sense. And in the tenderness 
with which these images have been rendered, we also recognize the 
odd link that such suffering has with love. For these are images, ulti
mately, that are filled with love—in all its mute and helpless tender
ness and all its fury.

Jack Flam, excerpt from "John Walker: Passing Bells 1998"
(Mount Kisco, New York: Tyler Graphics Ltd., 1998)
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