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National Gallery and Wesfarmers Arts renew 
First Nations arts partnership 
 
 

The renewal of the National Gallery of Australia and Wesfarmers Arts’ 
partnership will see $2.5million go toward First Nations art and artists over the 
next six years. 
 
With a demonstrated shared commitment to elevating Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander art here and 

around the world, the support of Wesfarmers Arts as the National Gallery’s First Nations Arts Partner enables 

the delivery of ambitious projects and initiatives with a First Nations focus. The $2.5 million partnership extends 

the commitment by Wesfarmers to Australia’s national visual arts institution to 20 years – one of the longest 

from a corporate partner in the National Gallery’s history.  

 

Building on the success of the partnership to date, the renewed investment will enable a range of artistic 

projects and programming and leadership and professional development initiatives over the next six years – 

including: 

• Support for showcasing First Nations art on the international stage including the major exhibition  

Emily Kam Kngwarray to be presented in one of the world’s most visited galleries – the Tate Modern 

in 2025.  

• Development and presentation of the National Indigenous Art Triennial in Kamberri/Canberra and 

then across the country through a dynamic touring program. This includes the recently announced 

After The Rain – the fifth iteration of the Triennial presented by Artistic Director and 

Girramay/Yidinji/Kuku-Yalanji artist Tony Albert, opening in December 2025. 



• Delivery of the successful First Nations leadership and professional development program; 

Dhiraamalang: Wesfarmers First Nations Arts Leadership Program which plays a leading role in 

building capacity within the arts sector. 

• Bringing the international touring exhibition Ever Present: First People’s Art of Australia back to 

Kamberri/Canberra after successful showings in Boorloo/Perth, Singapore and Aotearoa/New 

Zealand. Ever Present brings together works from the national collection and Wesfarmers Collection 

of Australian Art to share over 150 First Nations artists’ work with over 200,000 people. The exhibition 

will open at the National Gallery this September.  

• Development of education and public programs that use art as a tool to share the cultures, histories 

and realities of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people.  

• Production of digital content initiatives with a First Nations focus to share with online audiences 

around the world, including working with First Nations content creators. 

 

Since 2009 the National Gallery’s partnership with Wesfarmers Arts has seen over 450,000 visitors in 11 

locations across the country experience the National Indigenous Art Triennials; 122 First Nations arts 

professionals graduate from leadership and fellowship programs; millions access online content; and hundreds 

of thousands of visitors travel to Kamberri/Canberra to experience the world’s largest collection of Aboriginal 

and Torres Strait Islander art.  

 

Dr Nick Mitzevich, National Gallery Director, said: ‘The National Gallery and Wesfarmers have a shared belief 

in the power of art to profoundly impact our lives, to uplift, challenge and inspire. For the last 14 years, 

Wesfarmers has enabled the National Gallery to elevate and share First Nations art across Australia and 

internationally with incredible outcomes – and we are excited to see what the future of this partnership brings 

to First Nations art.’ 

Michael Chaney AO, Chairman Wesfarmers, said: ‘Wesfarmers has enjoyed a wonderful partnership with the 

National Gallery of Australia since 2009 as the Gallery’s First Nations Arts Partner. It’s both an honour and 

pleasure to play our part in bringing the art of Australia’s First Nations peoples to our national community and 

international visitors – this is a most Australian contribution to world culture.’ 

KEY DATES 

4 Jul – 6 Oct 2024 | Applications open for Dhiraamalang: Wesfarmers First Nations Arts Leadership Program 

14 Sep 2024 – Aug 2025 | Ever Present: First People’s Art of Australia exhibition opens in Kamberri/Canberra 

10 Jul 2025 – 13 Jan 2026 | Emily Kam Kngwarray on display at Tate Modern, United Kingdom 

Dec 2025 – Aug 2026 | 5th National Indigenous Art Triennial on display at the National Gallery  
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https://nga.gov.au/first-nations/leadership-program/
https://nga.gov.au/exhibitions/ever-present/
https://www.tate.org.uk/whats-on/tate-modern/emily-kam-kngwarray
https://nga.gov.au/about-us/media/media-kits/ever-present/


ABOUT WESFARMERS  

From its origins in 1914 as a Western Australian farmers’ cooperative, Wesfarmers has grown into one of 

Australia’s largest listed companies. Wesfarmers has been a leading supporter of arts for more than four 

decades. Their partnerships with a diverse range of premier arts and cultural organisations in Western 

Australia and nationally reflect their belief in the vital contribution that the arts make to vibrant communities in 

which creativity and innovation flourish. For the past 14 years Wesfarmers Arts has taken a leadership role by 

supporting the National Gallery to celebrate and share Australia’s First People's culture.  

DHIRAAMALANG 

Dhiraamalang (pronunciation: Dirra/ma/lung) is a Ngunnawal name meaning leader, spokesman, law giver, 

teacher. The Gallery collaborated with Leadership alumni and Traditional Custodian Paul Girrawah House to 

incorporate Ngunnawal language into the leadership program name in 2024. 

Image: works by Richard Bell and Archie Moore, Ever Present: First Peoples Art of Australia, installation view, Auckland Art Gallery Toi o Tāmaki, 2023, 

supplied  

 


