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CONTEMPORARY AUSTRALIAN ARCHITECTS SPEAKER SERIES 2021 

With the built environment more important to Australians than ever during the COVID-19 

pandemic, the annual Contemporary Australian Architects Speaker Series will canvas issues 

including sustainability, public design and the transformative power of architecture this 

September. 

For more than two decades the National Gallery of Australia has partnered with the Australian 

Institute of Architects to present the Contemporary Australian Architects Speaker Series to 

local and national audiences. 

National Gallery Director Nick Mitzevich welcomed the opportunity to continue the enduring 

26-year partnership with the Institute to provide design enthusiasts with the opportunity to 

take part in inspiring conversations about art and architecture. 

“The power of architecture, like art, has an ability to transform our feelings and thoughts,” Mr 

Mitzevich said. 

“Architecture is inspirational in its physicality, it enhances our ability to live, work and 

experience the world.” 



The annual lecture series showcases the latest work of renowned Australian architects, 

including the New South Wales Government Architect Abbie Galvin, the first woman to hold 

the position, who will kick off the series on September 7. 

Ms Galvin, a champion of design excellence and shaping quality places and public spaces 

across NSW, will explore issues including sustainability and public spaces. 

Australian Institute of Architects National President Tony Giannone said the series was a 

unique opportunity for the community to experience some of Australia’s exciting and thought-

provoking architecture. 

“For decades now this series has brought together some of Australia’s most renowned 

architects with the community to explore the power of truly exceptional design,” Mr Giannone 

said. 

“It provides a forum like no other blending art, design and a candid conversation about where 

architecture is heading and how it will shape the public’s experiences of the built environment 

into the future.” 

Other speakers in the 2021 series are Andrew Cortese, of Grimshaw Architects, Madeleine 

Blanchfield, of Madeleine Blanchfield Architects, and Nathanael Preston and Daniel Lane from 

Preston Lane. 

The series will take place online at 6pm on Tuesdays, from 7 to 28 September, and, COVID-

19 permitting and subject to ACT Government guidelines, in the National Gallery’s James 

Fairfax Theatre. 

As the National Gallery looks towards the 40th anniversary since opening the building in 

2022, the Gallery is committed to providing admirers of the Gallery’s Brutalist architecture a 

new experience of Col Madigan’s iconic building. Later in the year the Gallery will unveil a 

rehang of Australian art which will include revealing aspects of Madigan’s original 

architectural vision that have been concealed over time. 

“We are undertaking several building improvements to re-invigorate the spirit of the building 

and return many important elements to their original intent,” Mr Mitzevich said. “I am really 

excited to share the journey with our visitors as the Gallery provides an evolving means for 

their appreciation of art and architecture.” 

Early bird season tickets for all four sessions are available until 31 August 2021, priced from 

$40-$88 for the season. From 1 September 2021, only single session tickets will be available, 

priced from $15 to $30. Further details are available here. 

The Contemporary Australian Architects Speaker Series is supported by long-term sponsor 

BCA Certifiers Australia Pty Ltd.  

 

Media enquiries:  

National Gallery of Australia: 

Sandra O’Malley |0418 897 794  

 

Australian Institute of Architects  

Fiona Scott |0407 294 620 
 

Image: Preston Lane, Point View House, Photographer: Adam Gibson 

https://nga.gov.au/architects/

