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PRINTED: IMAGES BY AUSTRALIAN ARTISTS 1942-2020 

The National Gallery of Australia has released the third and final volume in curator Roger 

Butler’s acclaimed series on the history of Australian prints and printmaking, Printed: Images 

by Australian Artists 1942-2020. 

 

Together, the three books chart more than two centuries of printmaking history, from the 

beginning of European colonisation of Australia to the present day. 

 

National Gallery Director Nick Mitzevich said Printed: Images by Australian Artists 1942-2020 

adds significantly to the history of Australian Printmaking and demonstrates the 

comprehensive nature of the national collection.  

 

The volume of over 400 pages is illustrated by some 500 vibrant, full colour reproductions – 

almost all from the national collection. 

 

“This book – and the series – documents the depth and richness of the Gallery’s print 

collection and the many stories of printmaking in this nation,” Mr Mitzevich said. 

 

“It also demonstrates the Gallery’s ongoing commitment to advancing scholarship and 

increasing the accessibility of the national collection.” 



 

Mr Mitzevich thanked Mr Butler, who joined the National Gallery in 1981 and retired last 

year, for his lifetime of scholarship on Australian printmaking and for helping the National 

Gallery build its exemplary collection of prints and drawings over the last four decades. 

 

“We are thrilled the Gallery is able to continue to draw on Mr Butler’s expertise as an 

Emeritus Curator at the National Gallery.” 

 

The Printed series began after inaugural Director James Mollison commissioned a series of 

exhibitions including one on Australian prints, curated by Mr Butler, for the centenary of 

European colonisation in 1988.  At the time, a publication on Australian printmaking was 

drafted – and after some consideration a decision was made to expand the project and make 

it into a three-volume series.                                                    

 

Mr Butler said the latest volume in the Printed series chronicled printmaking in Australia 

since the Second World War and highlighted the roles of Europeans who arrived in Australia 

and shared their expertise with local artists, as well as Australian artists who travelled to 

England, Europe, and later America to learn the creative possibilities of print techniques.  

 

“By the 1970s printmaking was being taught across Australia, exhibitions became frequent, 

and printmaking boomed,” he said. “Posters printed in colour became the vehicle for political 

and social change.” 

 

“One of the most important developments of this period was the stunning growth of prints 

by First Nations people and other Indigenous peoples in the region. First Nations approaches 

to printmaking and the highly original imagery they have produced since the late 1960s 

onwards have changed the print scene nationally and internationally.” 

 

Printed: Images by Australian Artists 1942-2020 is supported by Marilyn Darling AC and the 

late Gordon Darling AC CMG through the Gordon Darling Foundation, and John Hindmarsh 

AM & Rosanna Hindmarsh OAM through HINDMARSH.  

 

Media images here. 
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Image:  

Jimmy Pike, Walmajarri people, Australia 1938–2002; Desert Designs (printer and publisher), established 

Australia 1984, Thunderstorm, Fremantle, Western Australia, 1987, screenprint, printed in colour inks, from 

multiple stencils, printed image 51.4 x 76.5 cm, National Gallery of Australia, Canberra 88.779 © Pat Lowe 

 

Publication:  

Roger Butler, Printed: Images by Australian Artists 1942-2020. Canberra: National Gallery of Australia, 2021.  

416 pages, 519 illustrations in colour, bibliography and endnotes. 
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